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SOC 3
Introduction to Sociology

Spring 2017
	Dr. Syed Ali

Office: H850

Office: Tues/TH 11-12 AM 

Hours  Tues 5-6 PM

Email: Syed.Ali@liu.edu
	 Wed 3-530 PM 
H605


The central aim of this course is to introduce you to sociological ways of thinking about the world around us.  We will consider some of the basic concerns of the discipline, which are quite varied, but which all share in common what has been referred to as the “sociological imagination.”  The emphasis in this course is on how sociologists think, rather than trying to summarize the vast body of sociological literature. 

Course Organization: This is a relatively small class, and I expect you to actively participate. I will lecture at times, but usually no more than half the class period any given class. This means that students are responsible for being prepared to discuss the readings and related current events.  (Hint: take notes while reading; do not just highlight passages. I guarantee the former approach is better.) Discussion of the issues will open up the readings and lectures, and highlight issues and ideas that otherwise might not arise.

Attendance:  Attendance is required. The reason for this is very simple: people who do not regularly attend my classes rarely do well and frequently fail. A great deal of important information – both in terms of content and practical matters – is communicated during class periods and you are responsible for all of it. You may miss class three times for whatever reason. (I take attendance at the beginning of class. Two latenesses will equal one absence.) A fourth absence will lead to a one-grade deduction of your final grade (e.g., from an A to a B). A fifth absence will result in an automatic F. Therefore it is in your interest to attend class.
Course Requirements and Evaluation:
Midterm and Final: (Total = 100% -- Midterm 40%, Final 60%)  You are responsible for all readings, and all material covered in class.  There will be a lot of material you have read that we will not necessarily cover in class.  You are still responsible for knowing it. Both exams are based on long essays that will be assigned well in advance of their due dates. You will submit your exams through “safe assign” in Blackboard, as well as handing in a hard copy.
Lateness policy: For every hour after the assignment is due, I will reduce the grade by 1/3. For example, an exam that is three hours late will be reduced from a maximum possible grade of “A” to a maximum of “B”. Therefore, do not hand in exams late.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism will not be tolerated, and will result in an immediate F for the course.  One common method of plagiarism is to copy or paraphrase large sections of text from an author without acknowledging where this information is coming from.  This gives the impression that the ideas and information are your own, when in fact, they are not.  Another common method of plagiarism is to “google” papers.  DO NOT find other people’s essays on the Internet and hand them in as your own work.  If you can find it on the Internet, don’t you think that I can as well?

Etiquette: Be respectful towards your fellow students and your professor.

· Please put CELLPHONES ON VIBRATE before you come to class. There are few things more annoying or disrespectful than someone talking on the phone, text messaging, or checking their messages in class.  
· Please DO NOT EAT in class – it can be loud, it can be smelly, and it is distracting.

· Please DO NOT COME LATE to class – it is rude to your fellow students and to me, and it distracts the class from the work at hand. 
· Please DO NOT DO OTHER WORK in class.  I realize that you have many obligations in your life, but do not use this class period to catch up with work for other classes.
Student Support Services: 
If you have a documented disability/impairment and require accommodations, please provide me with an Accommodation Letter from Student Support Services (SSS).  The office is located on the ground floor of the Pharmacy Building, Room B-04, (718) 488-1044. 
Hours of operation: Monday - Thursday 9-6, & Friday 9-5. 
Email address: studentsupportservices@brooklyn.liu.edu

Contractual obligation:
The syllabus is a contract between us. My end of the contract is to teach the class to the best of my abilities. Your end is to perform to the best of your abilities. By signing, you acknowledge receipt of the syllabus, and to abide by its terms. Pay particular attention to the attendance and exam policies. At the end of the syllabus is the signature page. I will not give you a grade unless you sign.
Text: 
There is no required text. All readings are either hyperlinks on the syllabus (underlined in blue), or are on Blackboard: https://blackboard.liu.edu.
Your login ID and password for Blackboard are the same as your MYLIU information.  Make certain you are signed up for MYLIU, and make certain you can log into Blackboard.  Do not come and tell me before the exam that you could not get the readings.

Class and reading schedule:

	       1/18
	Hello




	
	Thinking like a sociologist/how to get ahead in school and life!



	       1/25
	Learning how to learn
Eight tips for studying smarter 

Ditch the laptop, take notes by hand
Netiquette 

Highlighting is a waste of time 

Benefits of college 
Willingham – Why students think they get it (Blackboard)



	          2/1
	Basic ideas you need for this class

Watch Pager interview 
Watch Powell interview 

Watch Jones interview 

Variety in social networks (Blackboard)
Echo chambers and science


	         
	Studying culture: food

Bittman – food (Blackboard)

Hidden cost to giving kids their veggies
Cooking at home is really hard (Blackboard) 

Food shopping (Blackboard, p. 6 only [though feel free to read the rest])

Interview with NYT restaurant critic Pete Wells (Part 1, Part 2)


	           2/8
	Culture, education, and peers

Freaks, geeks, and cool kids (Blackboard)

The calculus club (Blackboard)

The importance of peers (Blackboard)



	         
	Education

Lareau—Cultivation and natural growth 

Shamus Khan interview (video)

Education in an hourglass economy


	
	Gender and sexuality

	          2/15
	How we create men and women

Women and bodies
Male affection 

Pascoe interview (video)
Boys
Becoming a man (video AND essay below video)



	 
	How many genders are there?

Hijras (Blackboard)
Albanian woman as family man (Blackboard)
Sworn virgin
Muxes of Mexico


	     2/22

	Gender fluidity

When girls will be boys (Blackboard)

Boys in dresses (Blackboard)

Generation LGBTQIA (Blackboard)

Neutral gender
Beyond he and she
Intersex and marriage


	     
	Sexuality

Is hooking up bad for young women?
Lesbian mystiques
Women’s sexual orientation and sexual behavior
Male sexuality is just as fluid as women’s?
College men having sex with men
“Bud” sex
Attitudes towards same-gender sex in the US
LGBT homelessness


	        3/1
	I will teach you how to write today
Exam #1 review



	
	

	        3/6
	Exam #1 due 9 AM on Blackboard; hardcopy in my office

	
	


	
	Economy, identity, and inequality


	        3/8

	Capitalism today
Sociology of financial bubbles (Blackboard)
Hochschild—Outsourcing life (Blackboard)

Subsidies for big business (Blackboard)

The sharing economy 

Unpredictability at work (Blackboard)


	
	No class 3/15



	      3/22
	Social inequality

Economic mobility and the American dream (video)

How economic inequality hurts society (video)

Inequality in 11 charts
How we spend our money (graph) 

Racial wealth gap
The rich fall upward (Blackboard)

The false promise of meritocracy

	
	

	
	Debt

Has borrowing replaced earning? 

Economic decline and the American Dream
Old narratives, new realities
Debt in young adulthood
Debt and the racial wealth gap


	     3/29
	Poverty

Eviction and the poor
Rethinking American poverty (Blackboard)

Sometimes it’s easier to get pregnant than go to college


	      
	Crime and criminals

Continuing cost of crime for criminals
School to prison pipeline (video)

Why are so many Blacks killed by police?


	      4/5
	Race, violence, and the law

“I can breathe” and Eric Garner
The new Jim Crow
Police unions and power politics
How police see themselves
Why America can’t quit the Drug War
Race, inequality, and identity
Is race real? 
26 examples of white privilege

White/male privilege (video)

Passing as white
Getting a gun
Are white people an endangered species in America? (Blackboard)

	     
	


	   4/12
	Marriage

Family trends then and now
Marrying across class lines
Working-class marriage
Transnational Gender Vertigo
On gay marriage
Harassment and rape

Hollaback harassment (video)

Methodological criticism of Hollaback
Street harassment—Daily Show (video)

Rape on campus and the military
Numbers of women sexually assaulted on campus
Rapists explain themselves (Blackboard
)

Social construction of consent

	
	

	 
	

	 4/19
	The social construction of health

Addiction (video)

Could addiction be social?
Prescription of a new generation (Blackboard)
Neoliberal mothering and vaccine refusal
Breastfeed at your own risk


	
	The changing American city



	 
	Rise of the ghetto

American Apartheid (Blackboard)

Redlining map (Blackboard
)

Redlining in Brooklyn


	4/27
	Cities, segregation, and inequality 
Anderson—The code of the streets (Blackboard)

Same income, different neighborhood
Ways out of urban poverty?
Redlining—still a thing


	
	Gentrification

NYC pre-gentrification 

Gentrification NYC 1979 (Blackboard)

Gentrification in Alphabet City (Blackboard)

Gentrification (folder in Blackboard)

Philadelphia loses low-cost housing as it gentrifies
Is your NYC apartment rent stabilized?


	  5/2
	Exam #2 Review


�Show deguzman video of smartphones � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=OINa46HeWg8" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=OINa46HeWg8�





Vox vid on construction of race � HYPERLINK "http://www.vox.com/2014/10/27/7062921/immigration-1900-race-racism-quotas-eugenics-map-settled-united-states" �http://www.vox.com/2014/10/27/7062921/immigration-1900-race-racism-quotas-eugenics-map-settled-united-states�





Shit white girls say to black girls, 


Microaggression – subtlety and nuance of words can still cut like obvious words:


� HYPERLINK "http://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2012/08/03/classic-white-girl-microaggressions/" ��http://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2012/08/03/classic-white-girl-microaggressions/�





MLK � HYPERLINK "http://thesocietypages.org/editors/2016/01/18/mlk/?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=facebook" �http://thesocietypages.org/editors/2016/01/18/mlk/?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=facebook�





� HYPERLINK "http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/?id=192439#retgrad" �http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/?id=192439#retgrad� (why you must graduate)





syllabus � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=Y2gOSU6IsYw" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=Y2gOSU6IsYw�





�again, importance of words and how they shape





Also reading charts and graphs: � HYPERLINK "http://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2012/06/28/the-ultimate-pie-chart/" ��http://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2012/06/28/the-ultimate-pie-chart/�


��Emphasize boundaries and how they’ll be important, esp for our discussion of gender





Show correlation/causation http://www.tylervigen.com/spurious-correlations


�Delete or change?


�Show chart � HYPERLINK "http://nortonsoc.tumblr.com/post/11059459732/educational-attainment-in-the-united-states" ��http://nortonsoc.tumblr.com/post/11059459732/educational-attainment-in-the-united-states�


�Need new readings


�Show all the john oliver videos


�rethink


�Chapelle and chip � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V14Ygw3plkc" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V14Ygw3plkc�








�use philips forum on gay marriage?


��� HYPERLINK "http://jezebel.com/5929544/rapists-explain-themselves-on-reddit-and-we-should-listen?utm_campaign=socialflow_jezebel_twitter&utm_source=jezebel_twitter&utm_medium=socialflow" ��http://jezebel.com/5929544/rapists-explain-themselves-on-reddit-and-we-should-listen?utm_campaign=socialflow_jezebel_twitter&utm_source=jezebel_twitter&utm_medium=socialflow�





� HYPERLINK "http://jezebel.com/5904323/reddit-is-officially-the-worst-possible-place-for-rape-victims-to-seek-advice" ��http://jezebel.com/5904323/reddit-is-officially-the-worst-possible-place-for-rape-victims-to-seek-advice�





� HYPERLINK "http://jezebel.com/5930642/psychiatrist-redditor-says-ask-a-rapist-thread-is-dangerous?utm_campaign=socialflow_jezebel_twitter&utm_source=jezebel_twitter&utm_medium=socialflow" ��http://jezebel.com/5930642/psychiatrist-redditor-says-ask-a-rapist-thread-is-dangerous?utm_campaign=socialflow_jezebel_twitter&utm_source=jezebel_twitter&utm_medium=socialflow�








�Show steve martin barber video � HYPERLINK "https://video.yahoo.com/medieval-barber-000000006.html" �https://video.yahoo.com/medieval-barber-000000006.html�





��� HYPERLINK "http://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2012/04/25/1934-philadelphia-redlining-map/" ��http://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2012/04/25/1934-philadelphia-redlining-map/�








��show graph � HYPERLINK "http://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2012/06/07/1943-map-of-new-york-city/" ��http://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2012/06/07/1943-map-of-new-york-city/�














